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How perfectly the condition of Spain refutes the position, that one sword 
keeps another in the scabbard ; that being prepared and ready for war is the 
best means for the preservation of peace : that the people who would pre- 
serve their liberty should be ready to fight for it. 

Will you look to Great Britain, overwhelmed with an immense debt, with 
more than fifty abject poor to one rich man ; will you read the bills of mor- 
tality and learn that the rise of a few shillings on a quarter of wheat has ever 
been the death warrant of thousands, so near to starvation are her poor labor- 
ers ; will you examine the ship loads of her subjects who come here, that 
they may not perish there ; and then encourage a military spirit in these free 
states ? 

The chief sufferers from war. — Know you not that glory and military 
honor spring directly from the misery and degradation of the people ! Whose 
bodies are these which fill the ditch ? The laborers'. Whose comforts are 
reduced by heavy taxation ? The laborers'. Who give up their all for their 
country's rights? The laborers. What creates an aristocracy? What 
tends to an unequal distribution of wealth? Military spirit. 

Will you look npon the doings in South America ? There has been con- 
tinued fighting there. Have the people achieved their liberties ? Are human 
rights secured ? Is human happiness safe ? 

War not the cause of our liberties.— Americans, your independence 
was not achieved by the sword. It was not your valor that has secured to 
you your political institutions. The South Americans have fought more 
than you have fought, yet have not overcome their tyrants. They have been 
no cowards ; no craven love of life has kept them from the battle. Then, 
brute-force, the courage to fight, the fortitude to endure, never yet in them- 
selves gave freedom, happiness, and prosperity to our people. 

If we are free, if human rights with us be secure, if equal laws, if a sound 
democracy here prevails where the lowest and humblest man is safe, is pro- 
tected, you owe it not to your valor or to your wars. It is on the strength 
and purity of moral sentiment that you depend. It is on the religious prin- 
ciple, the love to God and to man, that has been your dependence. As high 
as you may rise in true nobleness of soul, in true dignity of character, so 
high will be your political -principles — so high will be the value of citizenship 
in these states. 

The chief quality required in a soldier. — It is health of body — phys- 
ical strength, that enables man to endure the hardship of the tented-field. It 
is the good condition of the animal that enables him to fight. We need 
mere machines for the ranks of the army. To obey is the only duty. For- 
ward is the command. Sufficient intellect to load and fire a musket is all 
that is wanted ; the number killed is the test of merit. A well-trained horse 
is often more valuable in a battle than a score of men with souls ! 



SKETCH OF OUR NATIONAL DEBTS. 
From the recent report of the Secretary of the Treasury, we give the fol- 
lowing items : 

HISTORY OF OUR DEBTS. 

Debts of revolution, &c, prior to the constitution .... 75,416,476 

Debt to foreign creditors, Jan. 11, 1790 12,556,871 

do. domestic do. do. do 60,219,022 

Population of U. S., 1790 3,977,827 

Debt Jan. 1, 1800 82,976,294 

Population of U.S. in 1800 5,305,920 

Debt Jan. 1,1810 53,173,217 

Population of U. S. in 1810 7,239,614 

War debt of 1812— '14, loans 870,478,209 

Treasury notes .... 36,680,794—107,159,003 

Debt Jan. 1, 1816 127,334,933 

do. do. 1, 1820 91,015,566 
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Population of U. S. in 1820 . 9.638,131 

Debt Jan. 1,1830 48,565,406 

Population of U. S. in 1830 12,866,020 

Paid by U. S. from 31st Dec, 1789, to 31st Dec, 1835, for 

interest 157,629,950 

Do. for principal 257,452,083 

Total 415,082,033 

DEBTS, JOLT 1, 1844. 

Unclaimed remnants of old debt #210,886 

Debts of district cities assumed by U. S. 1.260,000 

Treasury notes outstanding, 1837—1843 2,256,207 

New debt loans of 1841— 1843 21,021,094 

Total of debt . . . . . . #24,748,188 

PRESENT DEBTS. 

Loan of 1841, 5i per cent., due Jan. 1, 1845, $5,672,976 

Loan of 1842, 6 per cent., due Jan. 1, 1863 8,343,887 

Loan of 1843, 5 per cent., due Jan. 1, 1853 7,004,094 

Interest due yearly, 1845—1853 850,844 

Do. do. 1853—1863 500,633 

Total interest to July 1, 1853 6,806,718 

Do. to 1863 . 4,813,015 

Making, together, for interest 11,691,773 

RECEIPTS FOR THE TEAR 1844-6. 

First quarter, returned by collectors 10,873,718 

Three quarters, estimated 21,071,300 

Total from Customs 31,945,018 

Lands 2,139,856 

Miscellaneous 120,000 

Total receipts 34,204,874 

Balance on hand July 1, 1844 7,857,379 

Total means #42,062,254 

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS IN THE TEAR 1843-4. 

Imports free of duty #24,766,082 

Do. charged with duty 83,668,620 

Total imports 108,434,702 

Exports, Domestic products 100,183,497 

Do. Foreign pioducts 10,944,781 

Total exports 111,128,278 

Imports and Exports 219,562,980 

APPROPRIATIONS PROPOSED FOR THE TEAR 1845-6. 

Civil list, foreign intercourse and miscellaneous #3,948,015 

Army proper 3,510,649 

Fortifications and ordnance 4,645,736 

Indian department 1,182,826 

Pensions 1,949,000 

Naval establishment 9,411,656 

Total #24,647,884 

Excess of estimates over those of preceding year : — 

War department • . . #1,916,443 

Navy department 517,640 

#2,434,092 

Excess of estimates above appropriations of preceding year: — 

War department #5,286,329 

Navy department 3,559,192 

#9,845,521 

Excess of last year's estimates above appropriations ..... 7,411,429 

Comments. — Note the average of our debts to our population at different 
periods. During the Confederation, it must have been about $22 to every 
man, woman and child, bond and free, in the land ; in 1790, it was nearly 
$19 to every inhabitant ; in 1800, $16 ; so late as 1810, more than $7 ; in 
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1816, soon after our last war, probably $15 or more, but reduced in 1820 to 
less than $10, and in 1830 to less than $4. To this period, our debts were 
all for war purposes; but our last debts were professedly for general objects, 
though scarcely enough in all to cover half of what was worse than thrown 
away in the Florida war. 

2. Mark the war estimates — $20,699,869 for purposes connected with 
war, and only $3,948,015 for the civil list ; more than four times as much 
for war as for all other objects ! Pensions are of course given only for war 
services ; and the Indian department, but for the war system, would require 
next to nothing. Can it be that we need, on any principle, twenty millions 
for the current purposes of war in such a time of profound and all but uni- 
yersal peace? More than forty times as much as Christians of every name 
among us have given annually for the spread of the gospel ! For our navy 
alone about nine millions and a half, or nearly twenty times as much as we 
give for the world's conversion ! 

3. How much of these twenty millions a year for war purposes, may we 
suppose tp come from the pockets of Christians ? The great mass of our 
wealth will be found in church-going families, more than half in those of 
which one or both the heads are members of the church ; and hence we may 
reasonably conclude that not less than ten millions are paid away every year 
by the religious community of these United States to defray our national 
expenses for war. All this, besides what the support of our militia system 
costs, the expense of which, in various ways, has been reckoned by one of 
our ablest and most candid writers, at no less than $ 50,000,000 a year ! 

4. But mark the effect of pacific influences at work among the people, and 
through them upon our rulers. Congress last year appropriated to war pur- 
poses about seven millions and a half less than the Executive asked in its 
estimates ; and a still greater reduction was made the year before — the re- 
sult, under God, of pacific views spread through the nation, and constraining 
their representatives to diminish this enormous draft upon their pockets. 
These influences came mainly from the friends of peace ; and thus has the 
peace movement already saved our country scores of millions. 

5. The preceding abstract gives no adequate account of the debts contract- 
ed, or expenses incurred in our Revolutionary War. Besides all the taxes 
imposed, and all the voluntary contributions from individuals and States, we 
borrowed, before 1779, no less, according to official documents, than $ 197,- 
682,985 ; and other large loans were subsequently made both at home and 
abroad. Add to all this, not only the vast amount of continental paper issued 
by Congress, but the incalculable losses of individuals in time, and business, 
and property ; and we should make out a sum total that would startle and 
confound the admirers of our own wars. 



Indirect loss of property by war. — War not only demands for its 
support vast sums of money, but dries up the main sources of a nation's 
wealth. Its victims are mostly men in the vigor of life. It cripples almost 
every species of business. It cuts the sinews of enterprise in every depart- 
ment of gainful industry. Fields lie untilled ; factories stand still ; the shop 
and the counting-room are deserted ; vessels rot at the wharves ; every kind 
of trade is interrupted or deranged ; immense masses of capital are with- 
drawn from use ; the entire energies of a nation are turned into the channel 
of war, and its resources whelmed in this mighty vortex of ruin. 



